
When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 
(whoso readeth, let him understand).  – Matthew 24:15 

11. What abominations led to the destruction of the 

 second temple? – Luke 16:15 
The people in Jesus’ day had avoided blatant pagan worship but 

the basic premise was still there – man can ignore the Word of God 

and still be saved.  They pretended to be holy while plotting to kill 

the Messiah for healing on the Sabbath and for claiming to be 

equal with God (John 5:16-18).  Ironically, the second temple’s 

desolation is also caused by God’s people desecrating the Sabbath.  

This time, they do it by killing the Creator and Lord of the Sabbath 

Matthew 12:8, 14). 

 

12. Who is God’s nation today and where is His third 

 temple? – 1 Peter2:5-10 

Jesus said, “The kingdom will be taken from you and given to a 

nation bearing the fruits of it” (Matthew 21:43).  This new “holy 

nation” and “spiritual temple” is the Christian Church made up of 

Jews and Gentiles.  The prophecies for literal Israel were 

conditional upon their obedience (Jeremiah 18:7-10).  God had 

given them an additional seventy prophetic weeks, 490 years, but 

they still did not obey (Daniel 9:24-26).  It was now time for God 

to move to a nation that would glorify Him.  After A.D. 34, the 

promises for literal Israel have spiritual application to spiritual 

Israel – Christians.  “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, 

…but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of 

the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter” (Romans 2:28, 29).  Built 

on the foundation of the disciples teachings and Jesus, the church 

“grows into a holy temple in the Lord (Ephesians 2:19-22). 

 

13. What abominations have come into God’s church?  

Revelation 17:1-5 
By the Dark Ages, the Roman Church had accepted numerous 

pagan doctrines rooted in ancient Babylonian worship.  Noted 

Catholic author John Henry Newman reveals the origins of church 

traditions: 
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The Abomination of Desolation 
Lesson 19 

Introduction:  

   This is one of the most relevant prophecies for the last days, the 

abomination of desolation.  Jesus emphasized its importance and told us we 

should study it.  Today that is exactly what we will do. 

1. What did Jesus say about this? – Matthew 24:14, 15 

Jesus instructs us to study this topic because it relates to the last 

days.  The phrase abomination of desolation is often used in the 

Old Testament to describe Israel’s sin of bringing the awful 

practices of Pagan worship into His holy temple. 

 

2. What was the abomination in the Old Testament?  
Jeremiah 7:28-34, 2 Kings 21:2-7 
When Israel was in inexcusable apostasy God issued His strongest 

rebukes and judgments. 

 

3. What abomination of desolation does Daniel write 

about? – Daniel 9:17 
The first abomination of desolation occurred in Solomon’s temple 

in Daniel’s day.  This is the focus of his prayer in chapter 9.  There 

are two other abomination of desolations predicted in chapters 8-

12 in connection with the second and third temples.  We will beign 

by studying Solomn’s temple and see that these events become a 

pattern for the abomination of desolation in A.D. 70 as well as the 

last-day temple before Jesus returns. 



When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 
(whoso readeth, let him understand).  – Matthew 24:15 

4. How was Solomon’s temple made desolate?  
2 Chronicles 36:14, 17, 19, 21 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel all lived during a time of widespread 

departure from the faith of God.  God sent prophets and calamity 

to bring them to repentance but Israel refused all appeals.  God will 

do everything god get our attention but if we continually reject He 

is left but one choice…judgment.  Solomon’s temple was 

completely destroyed in 586 B.C. 

 

5. What abomination led to the first temple’s 

destruction? – Ezekiel 8:5 -16 
God lists the abominations of paganism that were brought into His 

church.  Each new wickedness is greater, culminating in the most 

detestable.  1 – People bowing before an image, 2 – unclean beasts, 

3 – women weep for Tammuz (a Babylonian god), 4 – and the 

worst, men turn their backs on the temple of God to worship the 

sun in the east. 

 

6. How had God’s people totally rejected Him? 
Jeremiah 17:20-27, 2 Chronicles 36:21 
They had totally rejected God by rejecting God’s seventh-day 

Sabbath to worship on the pagan Sunday.  Jeremiah prophesied 

that if they did not change their city would be destroyed.  They 

didn’t and it was and it was left that way until it enjoyed her 

Sabbaths. 

Remarkably, many of these very same practices came into the 

Christian Church during the Dark Ages – images, unclean 

animal foods, non-scriptural traditions originating in ancient 

Babylonian worship, and Sunday as a worship day. 

 

7. How did people rationalize these abominations?  

Ezekiel 8:12 

They thought God doesn’t care how His people worship.  They 

reasoned God’s laws defining worship and lifestyle had passed and 

they were in a new era.  They were wrong, God tried to reach them 

(2 Chronicles 36:15, 16), however they rejected His attempts to 

reach them and He finally got their attention when the city was 

destroyed and they were either killed of carried off to Babylon. 

 

8. Did God forsake His people because of their 

 apostasy? – Daniel 9:25 
No, in fact he allowed His people to return and rebuild the temple 

and allowed them another 490 years of probation.  They 

determined they would never again follow the abominations of the 

heathen.  However they began to codify how to faithfully keep the 

law.  Over time they these codes became more important than the 

law itself (Matthew15:6).  The pendulum had swung from lax 

concern to legalism, the result was the same. 

 

9. How was the desolation of the second temple 

 predicted? – Daniel 9:26 
 The same prophecy that said the temple would be rebuilt also said 

the Jews would reject Messiah the Prince, who was to come and 

again plunge their city and the second temple into ruin by their 

abominations. 

 

10. How did Jesus predict the second temples 

desolation? – Luke 19:41-46 
Jesus wept as His prophetic eye took in the terrible carnage that 

would result from His people not knowing where they lived on the 

prophetic timeline – the visit of the Messiah and their last chance 

to respond to God.  “How often I wanted to gather your children 

together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were 

not willing!  See!  Your house is left to you desolate Matthew 

23:37, 38). 

Jesus told them they could know the desolation was near.  “when 

you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies”  (Luke 21:20).  When 

the Roman armies attacked Jerusalem decades later, no 

Christian who understood prophecy’s timeline lost their life 

when the temple was leveled in A.D. 70. 



When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 
(whoso readeth, let him understand).  – Matthew 24:15 

“Constantine, in order to recommend the new religion to the 

heathen, transferred into it the outward ornaments to which they 

had been accustomed to their own…The use of temples dedicated 

to particular saints, incense, lamps, and candles, votive offerings, 

holy water, processions, sacerdotal vestments, the tonsure, the ring 

in marriage, turning to the East, images, ecclesiastical chant are all 

of pagan origin and sanctified by their adoption into the church.”  

(John Henry Newman.  An Essay on the Development of Christian 

Doctrine.  London : Longmans, Green, and Co., 1909; p. 373; 

http://www.newmanreader.org/works/development/chapter8.html) 

 

Protestant churches also follow many pagan traditions, such as 

Sunday sacredness, bequeathed to it from Rome.  Other 

abominations include: homosexual priests, pastors, and bishops, 

the merchandising of the gospel, gay marriages, and teaching that 

Jesus is not the divine Son of God.  These abominations are like 

those that called down the desolations upon God’s people of old.  

Do we think He has somehow changed and doesn’t view these 

things in the same light? 

 

14. How will the Babylonian churches be made 

 desolate? – Revelation 18:4-8 
The seven last plagues fall on spiritual Babylon for its counterfeit 

worship.  God mercifully calls to His people, “Come out of her my 

people, lest, you share in he sins, and lest you receive of her 

plagues” (VS. 4).  Just as Jesus’ warning to flee from Jerusalem 

saved the Christians in A.D. 70, God’s call out of Babylon in the 

last days will save His people from the plagues. 

 

Conclusion: 

 Is it your desire to honor Jesus in your worship?  People 

around the world are responding to Jesus’ call worship Him who 

made the heavens and earth, the sea and springs of water”, Is it 

your desire to keep his seventh-day Sabbath holy and remember 

Him as creator? 

    Amen. 

http://www.newmanreader.org/works/development/chapter8.html

