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The Mark of the Beast Issue 
Lesson #3 

Introduction:  

 The mark of the beast has been a hot topic for a long time.  We will see in this  

lesson that, according to the bible, number 666 is not a mark at all.  Instead of seeing  

what novelists and other prominent people have to say, let’s go to the bible, our source of  

authority. 
 

1. What can those who have the mark of the beast do? Revelation 13:16,17 

They can buy and sell. 

 

2. Are the mark, the name, and the number of the beast the same thing? – 

Revelation 13: 17 
No, the bible points it out as three separate items.  “Or” is the key word. 

 

3. What then is 666? – Revelation 13:18 
666 is not the mark of the beast, it is the number of a man. 

 

4. What are the two beasts mentioned in Rev. 13 and what are the 

characteristics? – Rev. 13:1-3, 11-17 
The lamb-like beast that speaks like a dragon and the first beast 

1. Vss. 11, 12 - There are two beasts 

2. Vs. 14 - Lamb like beast makes an image to the first beast 

3. Vs. 15 - He commands the world to worship the image to the beast 

4. Vs. 15 – Those refusing to worship are threatened with death 

5. Vs. 16 – This is a worldwide event.  “All” 

6. Vs. 18 – This is connected in some manner with 666 

 

5. What does a beast represent in bible prophecy? – Daniel 7:15-17, 23 
Beasts represent kings or kingdoms.  Beasts of Rev. 13 are two kingdoms that command worship. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

-Of the 404 verses of Revelation, 276 of them contain quotations from the  

Old Testament.  We must go to the Old Testament and compare scripture with scripture. 

 

6. What are the parallels in Dan. 3 and Rev. 13? – Daniel 3:1-6 
1. There is a world power, Babylon, led by Nebuchadnezzar (1) 

2. He builds an image (1) 

3. The image is based on measurements using the six system (1) 

4. He gathers all peoples, nations, and languages (4) 

5. He commands them to worship the image (5) 

6. Those refusing to worship will be killed. (6) 

 

7. What metal did Nebuchadnezzar use to make his image, what was the head 

of gold in Dan. 2? –  

Daniel 3:1, Daniel 2:38 
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Gold, Nebuchadnezzar was saying he will last forever.  He took God’s truth (Dan. 2) and distorted 

it and twisted it to make it his own.  The mark of the beast has something to do taking and 

changing it so it no longer is truth but a counterfeit.  Babylonians developed the sexidecimal 

system (60 seconds, 60 minutes, 360degrees etc…)  They believed 6 had magical properties, 666 

dates back to ancient Babylon and was used in pagan worship. 

 

8. How did the three worthies respond to the death decree and why? – Daniel 

3:16-18, Exodus 20:4-6 

God can save us but if he chooses not to we still will not worship the image.  It is against God’s 

commandments to do so. 

Acts 5:29 We ought to obey God rather than man. 

 

9. What did the king do?  Daniel 3:19-22 
He was furious that he could not get full compliance in worship.  He made law keepers appear to 

be law breakers, just like Satan does.   

 

10. What did God do?  Daniel 3:24-27 
Because of their loyalty they were saved.  In fact Jesus was in the fire with them.  God sent His 

Son to save them. 

 

11. What happened as a result of their faith?   

Daniel 3:28-30 
Because of their faith the kingdom learned of God.  And as a bonus they were rewarded.  God 

honors those who honor Him. 

 

12. What would have happened if they compromised and bowed down?   
Contemplate on this.  What if they just bowed down and did not sincerely worship?  God wants 

our heart and mind, including our actions. 

 

Summary 

 

1 – The mark is not 666 (Rev. 13:17,18). 

 

2 – Powerful kingdoms will lead the world to establish the mark. 

 

3 – The mark is associated with worship of a symbolic “image”. which represents 

counterfeiting a truth of God. 

 

4 – The counterfeit worship will be based on ancient pagan worship. 

 

5 – All the world will be commanded to follow this false worship. 

 

6 – The false worship will be contrary to God’s commandments. 

 

7 – While the majority will compromise, there will be a loyal few who will stand loyally 

for God. 

 

8 – God will deliver them out of the furnace and they will not be hurt. 
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9 – They will gain a precious experience with Jesus through this. 
 

Conclusion:  

 As we can see, receiving the mark of the beast, will be an issue of worship.  Just  

as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were faced with the decision, who will I worship,  

so will we.  Although we do not have time today to learn what the number 666 is and  

what the mark of the beast is, we do see that we do not want to be a part of it.  We will  

learn in a future lesson, after a good foundation has been built, what these and  

much, more mean.  But as for now, who will you worship? 

 


