
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: 
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people.  –Hebrews 8:10 

14. Does God care what we do?  - Romans 2:28, 29 
God wants not only our hearts but our actions as well.  

Circumcision is to be of the heart not only the flesh.   When we 

have a genuine love for God we will want to obey Him and it will 

be seen within and without John 14:15). 

 

Conclusion: 
 As you can see the old and new covenants are very 

simple.  The old covenant is based on our promises and the new 

covenant is based on God’s promises.    

 Do you desire God to work in your life?  Do you desire to 

see His promises fulfilled in all that you do?  Let’s pray and ask 

God to help us with that. 

 

                 Amen 
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Understanding  

The Old Covenant VS New Covenant 
Bonus Lesson 

Introduction:  
 What is the old covenant?  What is the new covenant?  What’s the  

Difference, and why does it matter?  Let’s ask God for a clear understand as  

we study.  Come now, and let us reason together (Isaiah 1:18). 

 

1. What is encompassed in the first covenant?  
Revelation 13:8 

The first covenant is Jesus the Lamb slain from the foundation of 

the world.  This encompasses atonement for sin. 

 

2. How are the covenants described in the New 

Testament? – Hebrews 8:6-13 

He covenants are defined as old and new.  Let’s us take a look to 

find out what they are and why they were instituted. 

 

3. What is the old covenant not?  
A – Hebrews 8:6 – The new covenant has better promises than the 

old.  Please not the Ten Commandments contain no poor promises.  

In Ephesians 6:1-3 Paul is essentially saying the Ten 

Commandments are very good. 



For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: 
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people.  –Hebrews 8:10 

B – Hebrews 8:7 – The first covenant was faulty.  There is no fault 

in God’s hand writing, the Ten Commandments.  The psalmist 

writes in Psalms 19:7 that the law is perfect.  Paul writes that the 

law is good (Romans 7:12). 

C – Hebrews 8:13 – The old covenant is ready to vanish away.  

Romans 3:31 says the law of God is not to be made void (done 

away with). 

 

4. What is the old covenant? – Exodus 19:3-6 
God asked Moses to present his offer to the people including 

conditions and promises that are laid down on both sides, God’s 

and the Israelite’s. 

 

5. What is the people’s response? – Exodus 19:7, 8 
All that the LORD hath spoken WE will do. 

 

6. How was the covenant sealed or ratified?  

 Exodus 24:6-8 
The covenant was sealed by a sacrifice by blood.  The covenant is 

not the law itself but was made concerning “all these words”.   

This revolved around the way Israel promised no divine assistance 

– “we can do it” – leaning on human flesh, human strength. Please 

remember Israel failed on their part before Moses even got off the 

mountain from receiving the written Ten Commandments. 

 

7. Did the Israel keep their promise? – Hebrews 8:8, 9 

They did not keep their promise.  Notice God says He found fault 

with them, and they continued not in His covenant. 

The old covenant did gender bondage, proved faulty, had poor 

promises, and vanished away because the people failed to obey 

their part of the agreement.  The blame lies strictly on the 

human side.   

 

8. What is the new covenant based on?   

 Hebrews 8:10-12 

A new covenant was needed that is more about God’s promises 

and not ours. 

 

9. How was the new covenant ratified?   

 Hebrews 13:20, 21 
The new covenant was ratified by the blood of Jesus. 

 

10. What is needed to partake of the new covenant?   

 Romans 8:3, 4 
Again it is based on conversion.  God desires to write His law on 

our hearts.  The righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us.  The 

Greek word for righteousness is dikaima meaning just requirement.  

By Jesus living a sinless life in flesh, the requirement of the law 

can be fulfilled in us (Colossians 1:27, Galatians 2:20). 

 

11. Where are the covenants written?  

 Psalm 40:8, 1 John 5:3 
The law was written in stone meaning never to be changed or 

erased and the law was written in our heart.   

 

12. When does a covenant go into effect?   

 Hebrews 9:16, 17 
A covenant, which is likened to a last will and testament is 

ineffective while one is alive.  The new covenant did not go into 

effect until Christ died.  After the covenant is ratified nothing can 

be added or taken away.  Therefore if any changes are to be made 

in a covenant it must take place when the testator is alive.  Thus 

since Jesus never abolished the Ten Commandments while He was 

alive it cannot be done after His death. 

 

13. What about Galatians 4? – Galatians 4 
Galatians 4 is a wonderful example of the covenants.  Ishmael was 

born as a result of disobedience, doing things our way instead of 

God’s.  Isaac was the result of obedience.   

 


