
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have 
everlasting life.  ~John 3:16 

15. But I thought they burn forever and ever? 

 Revelation 14:9-11, 20:10 

Of the 182 texts that say hell brings annihilation there are two that 

may seem to contradict.  Let’s do some Bible study to see if God 

can help us make sense of these verses.   

The key issue in these texts revolves around the use of the word 

forever.  The Bible uses the word forever over 57 times to refer to 

something that has already ended, let’s look at some examples. 

Exodus 21:6 – A slave forever.  This person was actually only a 

slave until he died, forever means until they die. 

1 Samuel 1:22, 28 – Samuel was to remain in the temple forever, 

thankfully his mother defined forever as “as long as he liveth”. 

Jonah 1:17, 2:6 – Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three 

days which felt like forever. 

Unconverted sinners will burn until they are ashes then they 

simply cease to exist.  They effect of the fire will  last forever. 

16. Who will have eternal life? – 1 John 5:12 
The Bible makes it clear.  There are not two places to spend 

eternity.  Only those who have accepted Jesus aas Lord and Savior 

have eternal life. 

17. What really is the result of sin? – Romans 6:23 
The wages/result of sin is death.  Only those who have accepted 

the gift of God inherit eternal life. 

18. But if you take away never-ending hellfire, why 

 would people follow Jesus? – 1 John 5:2, Jude 21 
If you take away fear what are you left with?  How about love?  

We follow Jesus and give our lives to Him not out of fear but out 

of love. 

Conclusion: 
 The very first lie the devil ever told is “you shall not 

surely die (Gen. 3:4).  Unfortunately many sincere yet misguided 

people have perpetuated the devil’s first lie, saying that nobody 

ever really dies.   

 Those that sin will die, along with the devil they will 

cease to exist.  Praise the Lord in His mercy that we don’t have to 

worry about anybody suffering in hell right now.                    Amen 
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Man’s Flicker or God’s Flame 
Lesson 9 

Introduction:  

   What is this mysterious time all about?  When does it take pace?  

Where does it take place?  Have you ever wondered what the earth will be 

like after Jesus returns? 

1. Who will see Jesus return? – Matthew 24:30 

The Whole world will see the return of Christ. 

2. What will it be like when Jesus returns?  
Psalm 50:3 – A fire will devour before Him 

Matthew 25:31 – This fire is God’s glory and all the holy angels 

come with Him. 

Hebrews 12:22 – The number of angels can’t be counted 

3. How bright and glorious will this be?  
Matthew 28:2-4 
One angel was so bright and majestic that it caused 100 soldiers to 

faint.  Imagine how magnificent it will be when all the angels and 

Jesus return. 

4. What will this fire do to the unsaved?  
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 
The presence and Jesus’ glory will destroy the disobedient. 

5. What will the wicked do when they see Jesus? 
Revelation 6:14-17 
How sad it is, just like when Adam disobeyed God he ran and hid 

from Him.  The wicked do the same thing at the return of Jesus.  



For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have 
everlasting life.  ~John 3:16 

They run because they have not surrendered their lives to Jesus this 

is why it is now so important repent and let Christ rule our lives 

NOW. 

6. What will happen to Christians at Jesus’ return?  
1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 
The dead Christians are resurrected and caught up in the air with 

the living Christians where they meet the Lord.  Jesus does not step 

foot on earth.  Then Jesus takes His people back to Heaven with 

Him (John 14:1-3). 

7. What is the condition of the earth after Jesus 

returns?  
Revelation 16:17-21 – The greatest earthquake of all time sweeps 

the earth.  Mountains and islands disappear and giant hailstones 

(about 50-75 lbs.) rain down. 

2 Peter 3:10 – The elements of the earth melt from the heat of 

God’s glory. 

Jeremiah 4:23-27 – The whole earth is desolate and destroyed. 

Jeremiah 25:30-33 – Everybody on earth is dead, there is nobody 

to bury them because nobody is left alive.  All the wicked are dead 

on earth and the righteous have been taken to Heaven with Jesus. 

8. Where is Satan at this time? – Revelation 20:1-3 
For 1,000 years Satan will be bound by a chain of circumstances 

on this planet with no one to temp, lie to, or cheat because 

everyone on earth is dead.  The Greek word for bottomless pit is 

word used in the Greek Old Testament in Genesis 1:2 for 

“darkness was upon the face of the deep”.  At creation the earth 

was without form and void and we read in Jeremiah 4 that after 

Jesus returns it will be this way again.  So, the bottomless pit is this 

desolate earth.   

9.  What will Satan do after the 1,000 years?  

Revelation 20:3, 7 
 After the 1,000 years Satan is loosed from his prison, he will be 

able to once again tempt people.  

10. Who will he be tempting if everybody is dead? 

 Revelation 20:6, John 5:28, 29 

The Bible tells us of two resurrections.  The first is the resurrection 

of the saved and takes place at the beginning of the 1,000 years.  

The wicked are raised in the second resurrection at the end of the 

1,000 years.  They are brought back to life foe final judgment. 

11. What else happens at the end of the 1,000 years?  

 Revelation 21:10 
New Jerusalem comes down from Heaven.  God with all of His 

people come down in this city.  It is at this point that the wicked 

are resurrected. 

12. What does Satan do to the city? – Revelation 20:7-9 

Satan deceives the wicked into thinking they can take the city by 

force.  It is during this final act of rebellion that the wicked are 

destroyed. 

13. Why does God resurrect the lost only to destroy 

 them again?  
1 – The lost need to see what their sins have caused them to miss 

out on.  They will see this beautiful city, New Jerusalem, and know 

that by not making Jesus Lord of their lives they are lost. 

2 – God wants the universe to see just how far Satan and sinners 

will go in rebellion if given the opportunity.  It will be seen that the 

character and minds of the wicked will not be changed.  With full 

knowledge that God sits on the throne, the wicked plan to literally 

tear God from His throne and destroy Him and all the righteous.  

This is what Satan would like, but, of course, God stops them 

before they can do it.  Then God does the only thing a merciful 

loving God can do and puts the wicked out of their misery, He 

destroys them, this is the second death. 

14. What happens to the wicked if they don’t burn 

 forever? – Psalm 37:20, 10 
They will perish, they will cease to exist.  They do not burn forever 

and ever, thank God for His mercy and justice (Romans 6:23). 

 


