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Smyrna: The Persecuted Church 
Lesson #4 

Introduction:  

  Last time we studied the letter to the church of Ephesus.  This week, as we study 

the church of Smyrna, we will continue our walk-through church History. 

 

1. The Letter to Smyrna? - Revelation 2:8 

This is the only place in the whole of Scripture that the church of Smyrna is mentioned.  The name 

was thought to be derived from an aromatic gum used for embalming the dead.  Myrrh was 

medicinally used as an unguent, or salve, and was burned as incense [see Matthew 2:11]. 

More recently, scholars favor the name to come from Samorna, an Anatolian goddess, who was 

worshipped in the city. 

We can see the church of Smyrna as representing the time of church history from 100AD to 313AD.  

Remember, this is not a time prophecy but an identifying time allotment to study church history. 

 

2. Why mention the Resurrection again?  

Revelation 2:8           
Let us first remember the immediate audience, John.  Second, the church receiving the message.  

Beginning the letter to Smyrna “…who died and came to life again.” Focuses the message on life 

rather than death.  Jesus was reminding the hearers that we worship a living God.  When in the midst 

of death and strife Paul often reminded his audience of the resurrected Messiah [1 Thessalonians 

4:14]. 
 

3. What tribulation did the church of Smyrna face? Revelation 2:9 
Tribulation, distress, persecution, Christians have faced it all.  The period represented by Smyrna 

could be called The Age of Martyrdom.  The persecution under Trajan [98-117], Hadrian [117-138], 

and Marcus Aurelius [161-180] was sporadic and localized.  The first general systematic 

persecutions of the Christians was conducted by Decius [249-251] and Valerian [253-259].  Political 

persecution reached its climax under Diocletian [284-385] and his immediate successors [305-313].  

Many paid the ultimate price for their faith during this time. 

THOUGHT QUESTION– How are Christians being persecuted today? 

 

4. In poverty but rich? – Revelation 2:9 
The church of Smyrna was not as large and prosperous as their neighbor, Ephesus.  Ephesus was 

rebuked because they left their first love.  Smyrna is praise because, spiritually, they are rich 

[Matthew 6:19-21]. 

Christians are described as spiritual Jews in 1 Peter 2:9, Romans 2:28-29.  Christians received great 

persecution even from the Jews at times.  During this time Tertullian speaks of synagogues as 

“fountains of persecution”. 

 

5. What is the synagogue of Satan - Revelations 2:9 
John the Baptist referred to Jewish leaders as brood, or generation of vipers in Matthew 3:7.  The 

synagogue was the center of Jewish communal life and was doubtless the place where many evil 
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schemes against Christians were hatched.  The name Satan means accuser.  Thus, the synagogues 

became synagogues of the accuser. 

 

6. How does Jesus encourage the audience?  

Revelations 2:10 
Here, we see it again.  Jesus says, “Do not fear.”.  Jesus loves us so much that He will tell us things 

that may bring fear and trepidation into our lives.  Jesus offers peace.  His church is about to suffer 

persecution.  Persecution that will put many into jail or even the grace.   

THOUGH QUESTION – HAS JESUS GIVEN YOU PEACE? 

 

7. What is the tribulation for ten days? – Revelation 2:10 
First, let’s identify the term day in Bible prophecy.   

Numbers 14:34 tells us that a day in Bible prophecy represents a year. 

Ezekiel 4:6 also, reinforces this. 

CAUTION – How do you know when God means a day or a year?  Was the Creation account seven 

years or seven days? 

The Creation account, in Genesis chapters one and two, use the Hebrew word yom for day.  In fact, 

it literally means a twenty-four hour period, even more specifically the warm hours of the day. 

Here is the principle.  In Bible PROPHECY a day represents a year. 

The only other timing in the Bible is found in 2 Peter 3:8 which speaks simply of time relativity.  In 

other words, because God is infinite, a thousand years to us are LIKE a day to God. 

 

Tribulation for Ten Days [years] – Applied to the period of unmitigated imperial persecution from 

AD 303-313.  During this time Diocletian and his associate ad successor, Galerius, conducted the 

most bitter campaign of annihilation Christianity ever suffered at pagan Roman hands… These 

leaders believe that the church had grown to such dimensions of strength and popularity in the 

empire that unless Christianity should be promptly stamped out the traditional Roman way of life 

would cease to exist and the empire itself would disintegrate.  Consequently, they inaugurated a 

policy designed to exterminate the church.  Diocletian’s first decree against the Christians was 

issued in the year 303, banning the practice of Christianity throughout the empire.  [SDA Bible 

Commentary Vol. 7, P. 747] 

 

In 313, about ten years after the beginning of these persecutions, Constantine issued an edict that 

granted Christians full liberty to practice their religion.  [ibid] 

 

10. How can we stay faithful to God? 

Revelation 2:10, 1 Timothy 6:12 
Paul tells us to “fight the good fight of the faith”.  Never lose, faith in our God.  Never give up.  Life 

will be tough, life will be hard for a Christian but God promises that He will always be with us [Mt. 

28:19-20]. 

 

11. What is the crown of life? - Revelation 2:11 
Here, the word for crown is stephanos.  This is a crown of victory as opposed to a crown of royalty.  

Paul put it nicely in Romans 8:31-39 when he said we can be more than conquerors.  That is by 

God’s grace and His strength we can and will be victorious. 

 

12. How to avoid the Second Death? - Revelation 2:11 
When we hear the what the Spirit says and allow God to overcome in our lives we will not be hurt 

by the Second Death.  Everybody is subject to the first death, the natural result of sin.  Only the 

unrepentant will suffer the Second Death.  The Bible describes the as total annihilation of the 

wicked. 

THOUGHT QUESTION – WHAT DOES GOD NEED TO OVERCOME IN YOUR LIFE?  
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Conclusion: 

Say it and believe it, with God all things are possible.  [Mt. 19:26]. 

Father in Heaven give me strength to stand for you.  Give me joy to share with others.  

Forgive me of my sins and set my path straight.   

Amen    
 


